
3. WHAT LEGAL SERVICES 
ARE COVERED?

Legal aid is generally granted with respect to family matters
(divorce, custody, support payments, etc.), youth protection
matters, the representation of young offenders and
proceedings for indictable offences.

Legal aid is also generally granted for situations involving
benefits relating to last-resort financial assistance (“social
assistance”), automobile insurance, employment insurance
and work accidents.

Legal aid may also be granted in many other situations
(e.g.: representation in civil law, health law and immigration
law matters) if your safety, freedom or means of livelihood
are at stake.  However, there are situations in which legal
aid may be refused.

4. IF I AM ARRESTED 
OR DETAINED, CAN I 
CONTACT A LAWYER?

Yes.
Regardless of your financial situation, you can consult
a lawyer at no cost if you are arrested or detained by
the police; simply call the following number:

Throughout Québec:  
1 800 842-2213

LEGAL AID

A TEAM
EXPERIENCED 
AND ACCESSIBLE
LEGAL EXPERTS!

Legal Aid lawyers have extensive knowledge
of the judicial system. Each year, they represent
thousands of individuals in a vast number of legal
areas.

Legal Aid means you can count on nearly
350 lawyers who do their utmost each day to offer
the best service possible.

Through its 11 regional community legal centres and
some 115 local legal aid offices, the Legal Aid team
is present in all regions of Québec.  

Legal Aid
www.csj.qc.ca

To find out whether
you are eligible
You have to contact the legal aid office nearest you in order
to make an application for legal aid. At the meeting, you
will have to provide all information required in order to
determine your eligibility. You will also have to confirm that
everything contained in the application is true and authorize
the legal aid office to make the necessary verifications.

For more information, visit the website of the Commission
des services juridiques: www.csj.qc.ca

2. WHAT INFORMATION 
AND DOCUMENTS ARE 
NECESSARY TO MAKE 
AN APPLICATION?

Do not forget to bring all the documents relating to your
case: lawyer’s letters, court documents, contracts, photo -
graphs, other evidence, etc.

You must provide your name as well as the name of 
your family members (children and spouse) and your 
social insurance number.

You must declare your income and your spouse’s 
income and provide, for example, an income tax 
return for the preceding year or a proof of receipt of last-
resort financial assistance (“social assistance”).

In order to determine the value of your assets and your 
total liquidities, you will be asked to provide, if 
necessary, a municipal tax account or bank 
statement.

If necessary, you must also provide documents 
containing details of certain expenses. (E.g.: Support 
payments or childcare costs)

1. AM I ELIGIBLE FOR 
LEGAL AID?

Legal aid is available if your personal situation
corresponds to the eligibility criteria established by the Act
and its regulations. Whether or not legal aid is granted will
depend on the following criteria: 

Your annual income
All your sources of income 
E.g.: employment insurance, CNESST, tips, etc. 
The value of your assets
House, RRSP, etc. 
Your total liquidities
Your savings, your investments, etc.
Your family situation
Spouse, children, etc. 
The type of legal services requested

Eligibility for gratuitous
legal aid
If your income, assets and liquidities fall below the
eligibility scale for gratuitous services, you will not have to
pay anything.

Individuals who receive last-resort financial assistance
(“social assistance”) are automatically eligible, provided
the legal services requested are covered.

With a contribution
If you are an employee or self-employed or if you have
income from various sources and your income, assets or
liquidities exceed the eligibility scale for gratuitous services,
you may still be eligible for legal aid upon payment of a
contribution. In such a case, you will know in advance the
maximum amount you will have to pay for the
necessary legal services. The contribution ranges from
$100 to $800, depending on your situation.



COMMISSION DES SERVICES JURIDIQUES
2, Complexe Desjardins, East Tower, Suite 1404
C.P. 123, Succ. Desjardins
Montréal (Québec) H5B 1B3
514 873-3562
514 864-2351 (fax)
www.csj.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF THE ABITIBI-TÉMISCAMINGUE
REGION
566, 1ère Avenue Ouest
Amos (Québec) J9T 1V3
819 732-5215
819 732-0515 (fax)
www.ccjat.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE 
OF THE LOWER 
ST. LAWRENCE – GASPÉ REGION
320, rue Saint-Germain Est, bureau 601
Rimouski (Québec) G5L 1C2
418 722-4422
418 723-2434 (fax)
www.aidejuridiquebslg.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF THE NORTH SHORE REGION
690, boul. Laure, bureau 204
Sept-Îles (Québec) G4R 4N8
418 964-8110
418 964-8116 (fax)
www.aidejuridiquecotenord.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL 
CENTRE OF THE EASTERN 
TOWNSHIPS REGION
225, rue King Ouest, bureau 234
Sherbrooke (Québec) J1H 1P8
819 563-6122
819 563-7155 (fax)
www.ccje.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL 
CENTRE OF THE 
LAURENTIDES-LANAUDIÈRE REGION
Édifice Athanase-David
85, rue de Martigny Ouest,
bureau C-3.10
Saint-Jérôme (Québec) J7Y 3R8
450 431-1122
450 431-6587 (fax)
www.ccjll.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL 
CENTRE OF THE 
MAURICIE – BOIS-FRANCS REGION
1350, rue Royale, bureau 601
Trois-Rivières (Québec) G9A 4J4
819 379-4175
819 379-9827 (fax)
www.ccjmcq.org

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF MONTRÉAL
425, boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest,
Bureau 600
Montréal (Québec) H3A 3K5
514 864-2111
514 864-1515 (fax)
www.ccjm.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF THE OUTAOUAIS REGION
510, boul. Maloney Est, 
bureau 201
Gatineau (Québec) J8P 1E7
819 669-2382
819 669-9309 (fax)
www.aidejuridiquegatineau.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF THE QUÉBEC REGION
5350, boul. Henri-Bourassa, 
bureau 240
Québec (Québec) G1H 6Y8
418 627-4019
418 644-5304 (fax)
www.aidejuridiquequebec.qc.ca

COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE
OF THE SOUTH SHORE REGION
Place Agropur
101, boul. Roland-Therrien,
Bureau 301
Longueuil (Québec) J4H 4B9
450 928-7655
450 928-7657 (fax)

COMMUNITY LEGAL 
CENTRE OF THE 
SAGUENAY – 
LAC ST-JEAN REGION
267, rue Racine Est, 1er étage
Chicoutimi (Québec) G7H 1S5
418 543-7783
418 543-4290 (fax)
www.aidejuridiquesaglac.com

Legal Aid

www.csj.qc.ca

WHAT IS

LEGAL AID?

Legal Aid makes it possible for eligible persons
to obtain the services of a lawyer or notary at
no cost or at a minimal cost.

In order to obtain these services, certain
eligibility criteria must be met. At your option,
the legal services may be provided by lawyers
who are full-time Legal Aid employees or by
lawyers in private practice.

You will find contact information for the legal
aid offices in your region on the website of the
Commission des services juridiques or by
contacting the community legal centre in your
area (see overleaf).

Note : This document contains a summary of the principal applicable rules. It does not list all the exceptions set out in the Act. Contact your legal aid office to
determine your eligibility for legal aid. April 2016
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Follow us on:
FACEBOOK
@CSJ.QC.CA
TWITTER
@La_CSJ

Legal Aid:
A Network

At Your
Service

Commission
des services juridiques


